
Rav Shneur Kotler traveled to a wedding in New York City and had 
an important meeting to attend in Lakewood that same evening.

The chuppah had long since passed…. Time passed, and the 
bachur continued to wait.

Finally, at the very end of the wedding, 
Rav Shneur was ready to depart.

R’ Yosef Chaim Shneur Kotler was born in Slutsk, Russia. As a youth, he learned with 
his father and later under R’ Baruch Ber Leibowitz זצ״ל . In 1940, he escaped to
 led by his grandfather, R’ Isser Zalman ישיבה עץ חיים There he learned in .ארץ ישראל
Meltzer זצ״ל, and attended שעוּרים given by R’ Yechezkel Sarna זצ״ל and the Brisker 
Rov זצ״ל. In 1947, he joined his father in Lakewood. He became ראשׁ ישיבה in 1962. He 
transformed Lakewood from a ישיבה of 200 to almost 1,000 תלמידים at the time of 
his פטירה. He also pioneered establishing community כּוֹללים in the United States and 
abroad. He served on the מוֹעצת גדוֹלי התּוֹרה of תּוֹרה וּמסוֹרה ,אגדת ישראָל and חנּוּך עצמאי, and 

led the effort to help refugees from Russia and Iran.

I wanted to 
remind the Rosh 

HaYeshivah about the 
important meeting in 

Lakewood.

Wow, the 
chuppah was over three 
hours ago and the Rosh 
HaYeshivah has still not 

come outside. I guess I’ll 
continue to wait.

Thank you so much. 
Please wait at the door of the 
wedding hall. I intend to leave 

right after the chuppah.

Rosh 
HaYeshivah, if you don’t 

mind me asking, what about 
the important meeting in 

Lakewood that began 
hours ago?

Let me explain: I was not given any kibbud 
at the chuppah. That is of course fine with me. 

But if I would have promptly departed, the baalei 
simchah might have thought that I was insulted and 

that is why I left. I did not want to worry them 
on this special night, so I decided to skip the 

important meeting and remain here.

I know. 
Please wait a 

bit longer.

5678-5742 1918-1982 zun, wd

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 was born in Lithuania and learned ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן שַךְ זַצַ״ל
in Ponevezh יבָה  at age 7. At 13, he moved to Slabodka יְשִׁ
יבָה יד מֻבְהָק and became a ,יְשִׁ יסר זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל of תַלְמִׁ  .ר׳ אִׁ

יסר זַלְמַן יכָה gave him ר׳ אִׁ  s marriage to his’ר׳ שַךְ and also proposed סְמִׁ
niece, Gittel Golomovsky in 1923. ְר׳ שַך would often remark, “All my תוֹרָה is 
in her זְכוּת.” From 1927-1939 he served as יבָה  .in Kletsk and Karlin ראֹש יְשִׁ
During WWII, ְר׳ שַך moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to שְרָאֵל  and אֶרֶץ יִׁ
was רַ״מ in ים יבָה until 1952. Then he became עֵץ חַיִׁ  of Ponovezh. The ראֹש יְשִׁ
יש  The truth is beloved to him!” and he — הָאֱמֶת אָהוּב אֵצְלוֹ“ ,said חֲזוֹן אִׁ
stood up for ְר׳ שַך. The Steipler insisted that ְר׳ שַך must approve every 
public letter and sign on top. He authored י י עֶזְרִׁ  .אַבִׁ

 ט״ז חשון  
5654? – 5762 
1894? – 2001 

...I request of all the לְמִידִים  who know תַּ
that they benefited from me, be it from 
 that ,מִדּוֹת or in ,יִרְאַת ד׳ or in ,תוֹרָה
they be kind towards me and learn for 
the elevation of my נְשָמָה — even just 
one מִשְנָה, or מוּסָר thought. This will 
have made it all worthwhile, for I, too, 
dedicated myself completely for the 
sake of your success in learning, and if I 
will be able to act and to advocate on your 
behalf, I will do so, בְלִי נֵדֶר.             Source: the וָּאָה  זצוק״ל of R’ Shach צַּ
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 Some of the questions the ְחִנּוּך answers:  
 Why does it happen that some מִצְוֹת are repeated in the 
ל  mention the מִילָה at the בְרָכָה Why does the father’s ?תּוֹרָה בְרִית שֶׁ
 What special lifelong message should a person ?אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ
internalize about having a בְרִית מִילָה? Why did ד׳ create a person 
incomplete and requiring a בְרִית מִילָה? 

מִצְוַת מִילָה  -מִצְוָה ב   
ךְ לְךָ  ת לֶׁ ה has one פָרָשַׁ ת עֲשֵׂ  .circumcision ,מִילָה of מִצְוָה the ,מִצְוַׁ
This is learned from  ם … זאֺת בְרִיתִי יךָ, הִמּוֹל לָכֶׁ רְעֲךָ אַחֲרֶׁ ין זַׁ ם וּבֵׂ יכֶׁ ינֵׂ ינִי וּבֵׂ בֵׂ
 This is My covenant … between Me and you and your future — כָל זָכָר
generations; you shall circumcise every male (אשִית יז:י  of מִצְוָה This .(בְרֵׂ
 .מִצְוֹת as are many other ,תּוֹרָה is repeated in a few places in the מִילָה
״ל זַׁ  For] .מִצְוָה explain the unique purpose for the repetition of any חַׁ
example, the דְרִין נט.) גְמָרָא נְהֶׁ  מִצְוָה explains that the repetition of the (סַׁ
of מִילָה in  ַׁזְרִיע ת תַּׁ  on the eighth מִילָה of מִצְוָה is to teach us that the פָרָשַׁ
day following the birth of a male child overrides the prohibition of 
making a wound on בָת   [.שַׁ
 Each Jewish .אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ with בְרִית made an everlasting ד׳ 
boy becomes complete and is included in the בְרִית of אַבְרָהָם through 
the מִצְוָה of מִילָה. Therefore, the ְחִנּוּך explains that the בְרָכָה that a 
father makes at the בְרִית is:  ְכְנִיסוֹ … בָרוּך ר קִדְשָנוּ בְמִצְוֹתָיו וְצִוָּנוּ לְהַׁ אֲשֶׁ
ל אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ  Blessed … Who made us holy through His — בִבְרִיתוֹ שֶׁ
 and commanded us to bring him [this boy] into the Covenant of מִצְוֹת
  .אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ

 The ְחִנּוּך continues: The assembled guests at the בְרִית 
[joyfully] answer with a ל לְתוֹרָה  :בְרָכָה הוּ הָקֵׂ כֵׂ ן יְזַׁ זָכָה לִבְרִית, כֵׂ ם שֶׁ כְשֵׂ
עֲשִים טוֹבִים  just as the child merited to [enter into] the — וּלְחֻפָה וּלְמַׁ
Covenant [of ּאַבְרָהָם אָבִינו], so too may ד׳ give him the merit to reach 
[the milestones of] תּוֹרָה [the ר מִצְוָה  .marriage and good deeds (i.e ,[בַׁ
fulfilling מִצְוֹת).         

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that one of the many reasons for the מִצְוָה 
of מִילָה is so that the people whom ד׳ calls “His nation” should be 
outwardly different from the other nations. The physical appearance of 
a Jewish person should be different so that he will realize that just as 
his body is different, so is his נְשָמָה different too. Our different נְשָמָה 
means that our makeup is unique and we have different spiritual 
feelings. We must therefore realize that our inner drive to be close to 
  .is also not the same ד׳
 You may wonder, why did ד׳ make the מִצְוָה of מִילָה? Why 
couldn’t ד׳ simply create every baby boy to be born complete without 
requiring any changes? The ְחִנּוּך concludes that one of the reasons 
that a baby is born with an imperfect body is to teach us that a child’s 
 requires work to be complete. Just as we are born needing נְשָמָה
‘manual’ completion to our body, so too, we are charged with a 
lifelong task: to perfect our נְשָמָה and constantly work on refining our 
deeds. 

Excerpts from the  לך לך  -ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע  
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

… on that very day…  עֶצֶם הַיוֹם הַזֶה ית יז:כג(                               … בְּ רֵאשִׁ )בְּ  
On the very day that he was commanded [to perform the ילָה ית מִׁ רִׁ  [בְּ
… he was not afraid of the heathens nor of the scoffers … (״י  (רַשִׁ
ינוּ  רָהָם אָבִׁ  הקב״ה hurried to do as he was commanded by אַבְּ
that very day, without any fear of what others might say, so that his 
enemies and/or advisors should not say, “Had we seen him, we would 
have stopped him.”  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The following incident was told by R' Shlomo Brevda, who 
heard it from Rebbetzin Greineman, the Steipler’s sister-in-law. It is a 
tribute to the Steipler Gaon זַצַ״ל’s determination regarding the 
sanctity of שַבָת. 
 R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, זַצַ״ל, also known as the Steipler 
Gaon, was about to become engaged to the יש  s sister. But’חֲזוֹן אִׁ
before she became his כַלָה, he felt that it was important to share with 
her an episode that took place while he was in Siberia. 
 Aside from the bitter cold and the frosty, blinding snow, the 
backbreaking forced labor in the Russian army in Siberia required 
pure brute force. The Steipler had been inducted into the army 
against his will; yet, regardless of the terrible conditions in Siberia and 
the impossible work, he knew in his heart that only one task mattered 
— serving the Master of the world. He would do whatever was 
necessary to accomplish that task. 
 One of the first obstacles the Steipler Gaon had to 
overcome was the army system itself — the ordinances dictated that 
everyone must work seven days a week. To the Steipler, that rule was 
absolutely unacceptable. He approached the officer in charge, a 
brutal, anti-Semitic ogre, and asked to be granted a furlough every 
Saturday. 
 The official paused for a moment and then he emitted a 
wicked laugh. Immediately, he answered that he would grant the 
request on one condition: the Steipler first had to prove himself to be 

a valiant warrior. He quickly ordered his men to form two rows and 
arm themselves with truncheons. The young Steipler watched the 
soldiers move into formation and heard the words of the evil officer: 
“Kanievsky, here is the deal. If you are able to make it through these 
lines and survive the blows from my officers, then you may rest on 
your Holy Sabbath. However, if you don’t …” His voice trailed off, and 
he belted out a hearty laugh. Clearly he was enjoying his little game. 
 The Steipler did not flinch. Instead he quietly whispered a 
heartfelt prayer to הקב״ה to help him survive this difficult test. He 
knew that he could give up and the game would be over. But if he 
admitted defeat, then there was no way he would be released from 
working on שַבָת. The guards motioned to their commanding officer 
that they were ready. The officer and his comrades then stood back 
to watch the fun. 
 The Steipler approached the path and again murmured one 
last plea. He held his hand over his head and ran between the rows of 
guards. With all their might they began to pummel him and beat him 
incessantly. The pain was unbearable, but the Steipler persisted and 
trudged forward. Blood trickled into his eyes but he continued on. 
Step by step he inched ahead until finally he reached the end of the 
treacherous path and collapsed at the finish line. Nobody offered to 
help him get up from the ground, but it did not matter because he 
had survived. As he lay there, a smile formed on his lips. He had won. 
He was in incredible pain — but he had won! The שַבָת was still holy 
and he would be able to observe it. The commanding officer 
grudgingly informed him that he would not have to work on Saturday. 
  The Steipler finished relating his tale to his כַלָה. He 
explained to her that this was his level of ירַת נֶפֶש סִׁ  ,The blows hurt“ .מְּ
but I was happy to have had the privilege to suffer for the sake of the 
 He then asked her if she was prepared to join him in his ”.שַבָת
continuous sacrifice for תּוֹרָה. She gave her consent, and they became 
כַלָה  .חָתָן וְּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Halacha 
Corner
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כַר שָכִיר  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד  לוּמֵי שְּ תַשְּ תִיחָה לְּ פְּ  
*As an addendum to אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד חֵלֶק א׳ the ים  writes about the חָפֵץ חַיִּ
severity of withholding the payment of a hired worker. He explains that 
he felt the burning importance to write about this סּוּר  since this is אִּ
found in daily practice and is tied to many ין  He gives an .תּוֹרָה in the לָאוִּ
example of a hired worker [e.g. a babysitter] that is not paid because it 
involves changing a note [bill] of large denomination or going to [the 
bank to] withdraw the money. This סּוּר  becomes even more severe and אִּ
is compounded if the worker is an י  .עָנִּ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

The ים  that writes harshly about those that pay a hired worker late. He זֹהַר quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ
also points out that the סּוּר  applies even if the person eventually gets paid in full. One אִּ
who withholds payment for work that was done or does not pay the agreed upon price is 
guilty of the an additional סּוּר  .of stealing אִּ

• Some are נוֹהֵג to say  ַםג ָּה שֶׁ  with a ץ םג ָּהַ  others say ;קָמ  שֶׁ  
with a גוֹל  .סֶׁ

םג ָּהַ  • שֶׁ  refers to rain as in ַד׳ ת בוּר  נָסָה to provide גְּ רְּ  and פ 

should read as part of ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .(without a pause) מְּ
םג ָּהַ  • שֶׁ , referring to rain as ד׳’s seasonal weather change, 

ends a thought and one should pause before ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .מְּ

should read as part of ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .(without a pause) מְּ
םג ָּהַ  • שֶׁ , referring to rain as ד׳’s seasonal weather change, 

ends a thought and one should pause before ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .מְּ

1. Some nations were skeptical that אַבְרָהָם was saved from the 
fiery furnace at ים  ?What made believers out of them .אוּר כַשְדִּ

2. Who informed אַבְרָהָם of לוֹט’s capture, and what motivated this 
person to do so? 

1. The miraculous emergence of מֶלֶךְ סְדוֹם from the lime pit in ִּים ִּד  עֵמֶק הַש
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting ִּים ִּס ֶּאֱרֹת) נ ֶּאֱרֹת ב  .(14:10 — ד״ה ב

 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 
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 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 
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Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

During the Gulf War, some לְמִידִים  approached R' Shach and תַּ
asked if they needed to wear gas masks. R' Shach said that it 
would be the right thing to do. A little later, they met R' Chaim 
Kanievski who said that it was not needed. When they told R' 
Chaim that his opinion contradicts R' Shach’s, R' Chaim smiled. 
ךְ װײֵס נִישט“  'I know something that R — אִיךְ װײֵס עֶפּעֶס װאָס ר׳ שַּ
Shach does not know. ְך  אִיךְ װײֵס מִיר האָבּן דִי זְכוּת פוּן ר׳ לײֵזעֶר שַּ
— I know that we have the זְכוּת of R' Leizer Shach!’ 

Source: The Jewish Oberver 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Yitzchak Zev (Reb 
Velvel) Soloveitchik ״ל צַּ  the ,זַּ
Brisker Rav, was very close with 
R' Schach ״ל צַּ  and the Rav זַּ
enjoyed learning together with 
him. The Brisker Rav would show 
R' Shach his writings and would 
probe R' Shach’s every subtle 
reaction as he read them. 
 The Rav chided his other 
לְמִידִים  comparing their ,תַּ
reactions to his חִדּוּשִים with that 
of R' Shach. He once related a 
ת רוּת on חִדּוּש  but the ,מְגִלַּ
לְמִידִים  did not respond the way תַּ
he expected. The Brisker Rav said 
to his לְמִידִים  Wait till I tell this“ ,תַּ
to Reb Leizer. He will understand 
its depth and react with 
enthusiasm!” 
 In the Brisker Rav’s 
ה מָּ סְכָּ  R' Shach’s ,אַבִי עֶזְרִי on הַּ
magnum opus, he writes, “Who 
am I to give an approbation on R' 
Shach? He is one of the גְדוֹלִים of 
our time and certainly does not 
need my ה מָּ סְכָּ  ”!הַּ
 Once the Brisker Rav was 
saying a שִעוּר. He posed a difficult 
 and attempted to find a קוּשִיָּה
solution. R' Shach walked into the 
room. The Rav’s eyes 
immediately lit up, and then he 

delivered a brilliant answer with 
excitement. 
 When R' Shach left, the 
חוּרִים  asked their Rebbe why he בָּ
didn’t tell them the answer 
before R' Shach came in. The 
Brisker Rav responded that the 
רוּץ  was Reb Leizer’s. They תֵּ
looked on in astonishment, as he 
said, “I want you to know that the 
רוּץ is Reb Leizer’s, the קוּשִיָּה  is תֵּ
Reb Leizer’s; it is all Reb Leizer’s! 
When I learn through a סוּגְיָּה, 
there are times that I think that I 
have no solution to a difficult 
question. But then I think how 
much enjoyment Reb Leizer will 
have when I am able to offer ט  .פְשַּ
So I work harder and harder, until 
I solve the problem. It’s all Reb 
Leizer’s.”         
 My לְמִיד  your ,תַּ
enthusiasm with the Rebbe’s 
 will help make it even more שִעוּר
geshmake. If you are excited and 
ask questions, then when your 
 he will try ,שִעוּר prepares his רֶבִי
to imagine your possible probing 
questions, and will develop his 
 רֶבִי accordingly. Together, a שִעוּר
builds his לְמִיד לְמִיד and a תַּ  תַּ
builds his רֶבִי!    
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Jewish Observer 

Understanding
Davening

This Week in History

 Yahrtzeit of R' Simcha — 1998 / 5759 מַרְחֶשְוָן 16
Avrohom Sheps זַצַ״ל. He was born in a small village 
near Lomza, Poland, to יְשַעְיָה ׳ר  and דְבוֹרָה. He 
learned in the local חֵדֶר until the age of 11, when he 
went to learn in the יבָה קְטַנָה  of Bransk. He then יְשִׁ
went to the יבָה צְוָה in Lomza until his יְשִׁ  after ,בַר מִׁ
which he traveled to Baranovitch to learn under R' 
Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד and R' Dovid Rappaport 
 At the age of 16 he went to learn in the Mir .הי״ד
until WWII.  
 While in the Mir, he was close with R' 
Chaim Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל, R' Aryeh Leib Malin זַצַ״ל, 
and R' Yonah Minsker זַצַ״ל, among others. In 1936, 
he had the opportunity to join a group of elite 
ים ידִׁ  He .רָב to go to learn under the Brisker תַלְמִׁ
spent 2 years in Brisk with R' Henoch Fishman זַצַ״ל 
and R' Naftoli Wasserman הי״ד (son of R' Elchonon), 
and he considered the Brisker רָב to be his י מֻבְהָק .רֶבִׁ
 In 1939, while in Japan with the rest of 
the Mir, he received a visa and emigrated to the US. 
Upon his arrival in New York he became a י  in רֶבִׁ
יבָה תוֹרָה וְדַעַת  During this time, he developed a .יְשִׁ
lifelong relationship with R' Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל, R' 
Eliezer Silver זַצַ״ל and many others. In 1942 he 
married his rebbetzin, Sora Weitzman. Since R' 
Simcha was a יָתוֹם, R' Shlomo Heiman זַצַ״ל escorted 
him to the חֻפָה. 
 When R' Shlomo Heiman became ill in 
1943, R' Simcha took over his עוּר  For almost 50 .שִׁ
years he was יץ תוֹרָה  .at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas מַרְבִׁ
His legendary ים עוּרִׁ דֶרֶךְ  brought to life the Brisker שִׁ
ימוּד ים to thousands of הַלִׁ ידִׁ  When recalling .תַלְמִׁ
their י ים his ,רֶבִׁ ידִׁ אַהֲבַת  spoke not only of the תַלְמִׁ
 that he taught them, but also his love for הַתוֹרָה
them and how he supported many כּוֹלֵל יוּנגעֶלײַט 
with his own funds. His דְרָשוֹת and שמוּעֶסן were 
published posthumously under the title  מוֹרֶשֶת
מְחַת הַתוֹרָה ים In 5759, his .שִׁ עוּרִׁ  מַסֶכֶת בָבָא קַמָא on שִׁ
were collected in the מְחָה בְרֵי שִׁ  .סֵפֶר דִׁ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ם יד הַגֶּשֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  מַשִּׁ
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend 
רָכוֹת לג.) explains רַב יוֹסֵף  that we mention (בְּ
שָמִים בוּרוֹת גְּ  the Strength of Rainfall, in the ,גְּ
רָכָה חִיַית הַמֵתִים of בְּ  because rainfall can תְּ
be compared to the revival of the dead. 
When a seed is placed into the ground, it 
first disintegrates. When it becomes 
saturated with rain, it begins to develop and 
then sprouts forth from the earth. A tree 
that is capable of producing thousands of 
tasty, nutritious apples can develop from 
the decaying seed of a rotten apple. 
Similarly, when a human body is placed into 
the ground, it first disintegrates. At  חִיַית תְּ
מִיחַ  :it will come to life again הַמֵתִים וּמַצְּ
שוּעָה  ,He causes the ultimate salvation ,יְּ
חִיַית הַמֵתִים  to sprout forth from the ,תְּ
ground. 

Resilience and Resolve

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

… on that very day…  עֶצֶם הַיוֹם הַזֶה ית יז:כג(                               … בְּ רֵאשִׁ )בְּ  
On the very day that he was commanded [to perform the ילָה ית מִׁ רִׁ  [בְּ
… he was not afraid of the heathens nor of the scoffers … (״י  (רַשִׁ
ינוּ  רָהָם אָבִׁ  הקב״ה hurried to do as he was commanded by אַבְּ
that very day, without any fear of what others might say, so that his 
enemies and/or advisors should not say, “Had we seen him, we would 
have stopped him.”  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The following incident was told by R' Shlomo Brevda, who 
heard it from Rebbetzin Greineman, the Steipler’s sister-in-law. It is a 
tribute to the Steipler Gaon זַצַ״ל’s determination regarding the 
sanctity of שַבָת. 
 R' Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, זַצַ״ל, also known as the Steipler 
Gaon, was about to become engaged to the יש  s sister. But’חֲזוֹן אִׁ
before she became his כַלָה, he felt that it was important to share with 
her an episode that took place while he was in Siberia. 
 Aside from the bitter cold and the frosty, blinding snow, the 
backbreaking forced labor in the Russian army in Siberia required 
pure brute force. The Steipler had been inducted into the army 
against his will; yet, regardless of the terrible conditions in Siberia and 
the impossible work, he knew in his heart that only one task mattered 
— serving the Master of the world. He would do whatever was 
necessary to accomplish that task. 
 One of the first obstacles the Steipler Gaon had to 
overcome was the army system itself — the ordinances dictated that 
everyone must work seven days a week. To the Steipler, that rule was 
absolutely unacceptable. He approached the officer in charge, a 
brutal, anti-Semitic ogre, and asked to be granted a furlough every 
Saturday. 
 The official paused for a moment and then he emitted a 
wicked laugh. Immediately, he answered that he would grant the 
request on one condition: the Steipler first had to prove himself to be 

a valiant warrior. He quickly ordered his men to form two rows and 
arm themselves with truncheons. The young Steipler watched the 
soldiers move into formation and heard the words of the evil officer: 
“Kanievsky, here is the deal. If you are able to make it through these 
lines and survive the blows from my officers, then you may rest on 
your Holy Sabbath. However, if you don’t …” His voice trailed off, and 
he belted out a hearty laugh. Clearly he was enjoying his little game. 
 The Steipler did not flinch. Instead he quietly whispered a 
heartfelt prayer to הקב״ה to help him survive this difficult test. He 
knew that he could give up and the game would be over. But if he 
admitted defeat, then there was no way he would be released from 
working on שַבָת. The guards motioned to their commanding officer 
that they were ready. The officer and his comrades then stood back 
to watch the fun. 
 The Steipler approached the path and again murmured one 
last plea. He held his hand over his head and ran between the rows of 
guards. With all their might they began to pummel him and beat him 
incessantly. The pain was unbearable, but the Steipler persisted and 
trudged forward. Blood trickled into his eyes but he continued on. 
Step by step he inched ahead until finally he reached the end of the 
treacherous path and collapsed at the finish line. Nobody offered to 
help him get up from the ground, but it did not matter because he 
had survived. As he lay there, a smile formed on his lips. He had won. 
He was in incredible pain — but he had won! The שַבָת was still holy 
and he would be able to observe it. The commanding officer 
grudgingly informed him that he would not have to work on Saturday. 
  The Steipler finished relating his tale to his כַלָה. He 
explained to her that this was his level of ירַת נֶפֶש סִׁ  ,The blows hurt“ .מְּ
but I was happy to have had the privilege to suffer for the sake of the 
 He then asked her if she was prepared to join him in his ”.שַבָת
continuous sacrifice for תּוֹרָה. She gave her consent, and they became 
כַלָה  .חָתָן וְּ

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ
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כַר שָכִיר  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד  לוּמֵי שְּ תַשְּ תִיחָה לְּ פְּ  
*As an addendum to אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד חֵלֶק א׳ the ים  writes about the חָפֵץ חַיִּ
severity of withholding the payment of a hired worker. He explains that 
he felt the burning importance to write about this סּוּר  since this is אִּ
found in daily practice and is tied to many ין  He gives an .תּוֹרָה in the לָאוִּ
example of a hired worker [e.g. a babysitter] that is not paid because it 
involves changing a note [bill] of large denomination or going to [the 
bank to] withdraw the money. This סּוּר  becomes even more severe and אִּ
is compounded if the worker is an י  .עָנִּ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

The ים  that writes harshly about those that pay a hired worker late. He זֹהַר quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ
also points out that the סּוּר  applies even if the person eventually gets paid in full. One אִּ
who withholds payment for work that was done or does not pay the agreed upon price is 
guilty of the an additional סּוּר  .of stealing אִּ

• Some are נוֹהֵג to say  ַםג ָּה שֶׁ  with a ץ םג ָּהַ  others say ;קָמ  שֶׁ  
with a גוֹל  .סֶׁ

םג ָּהַ  • שֶׁ  refers to rain as in ַד׳ ת בוּר  נָסָה to provide גְּ רְּ  and פ 

should read as part of ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .(without a pause) מְּ
םג ָּהַ  • שֶׁ , referring to rain as ד׳’s seasonal weather change, 

ends a thought and one should pause before ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .מְּ

should read as part of ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .(without a pause) מְּ
םג ָּהַ  • שֶׁ , referring to rain as ד׳’s seasonal weather change, 

ends a thought and one should pause before ים יִּ כֵלַח  לְּ כ   .מְּ

1. Some nations were skeptical that אַבְרָהָם was saved from the 
fiery furnace at ים  ?What made believers out of them .אוּר כַשְדִּ

2. Who informed אַבְרָהָם of לוֹט’s capture, and what motivated this 
person to do so? 

1. The miraculous emergence of מֶלֶךְ סְדוֹם from the lime pit in ִּים ִּד  עֵמֶק הַש
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting ִּים ִּס ֶּאֱרֹת) נ ֶּאֱרֹת ב  .(14:10 — ד״ה ב

 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 

1. Some nations were skeptical that אַבְרָהָם was saved from the 
fiery furnace at ים  ?What made believers out of them .אוּר כַשְדִּ

2. Who informed אַבְרָהָם of לוֹט’s capture, and what motivated this 
person to do so? 

1. The miraculous emergence of מֶלֶךְ סְדוֹם from the lime pit in ִּים ִּד  עֵמֶק הַש
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting ִּים ִּס ֶּאֱרֹת) נ ֶּאֱרֹת ב  .(14:10 — ד״ה ב

 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

During the Gulf War, some לְמִידִים  approached R' Shach and תַּ
asked if they needed to wear gas masks. R' Shach said that it 
would be the right thing to do. A little later, they met R' Chaim 
Kanievski who said that it was not needed. When they told R' 
Chaim that his opinion contradicts R' Shach’s, R' Chaim smiled. 
ךְ װײֵס נִישט“  'I know something that R — אִיךְ װײֵס עֶפּעֶס װאָס ר׳ שַּ
Shach does not know. ְך  אִיךְ װײֵס מִיר האָבּן דִי זְכוּת פוּן ר׳ לײֵזעֶר שַּ
— I know that we have the זְכוּת of R' Leizer Shach!’ 

Source: The Jewish Oberver 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Yitzchak Zev (Reb 
Velvel) Soloveitchik ״ל צַּ  the ,זַּ
Brisker Rav, was very close with 
R' Schach ״ל צַּ  and the Rav זַּ
enjoyed learning together with 
him. The Brisker Rav would show 
R' Shach his writings and would 
probe R' Shach’s every subtle 
reaction as he read them. 
 The Rav chided his other 
לְמִידִים  comparing their ,תַּ
reactions to his חִדּוּשִים with that 
of R' Shach. He once related a 
ת רוּת on חִדּוּש  but the ,מְגִלַּ
לְמִידִים  did not respond the way תַּ
he expected. The Brisker Rav said 
to his לְמִידִים  Wait till I tell this“ ,תַּ
to Reb Leizer. He will understand 
its depth and react with 
enthusiasm!” 
 In the Brisker Rav’s 
ה מָּ סְכָּ  R' Shach’s ,אַבִי עֶזְרִי on הַּ
magnum opus, he writes, “Who 
am I to give an approbation on R' 
Shach? He is one of the גְדוֹלִים of 
our time and certainly does not 
need my ה מָּ סְכָּ  ”!הַּ
 Once the Brisker Rav was 
saying a שִעוּר. He posed a difficult 
 and attempted to find a קוּשִיָּה
solution. R' Shach walked into the 
room. The Rav’s eyes 
immediately lit up, and then he 

delivered a brilliant answer with 
excitement. 
 When R' Shach left, the 
חוּרִים  asked their Rebbe why he בָּ
didn’t tell them the answer 
before R' Shach came in. The 
Brisker Rav responded that the 
רוּץ  was Reb Leizer’s. They תֵּ
looked on in astonishment, as he 
said, “I want you to know that the 
רוּץ is Reb Leizer’s, the קוּשִיָּה  is תֵּ
Reb Leizer’s; it is all Reb Leizer’s! 
When I learn through a סוּגְיָּה, 
there are times that I think that I 
have no solution to a difficult 
question. But then I think how 
much enjoyment Reb Leizer will 
have when I am able to offer ט  .פְשַּ
So I work harder and harder, until 
I solve the problem. It’s all Reb 
Leizer’s.”         
 My לְמִיד  your ,תַּ
enthusiasm with the Rebbe’s 
 will help make it even more שִעוּר
geshmake. If you are excited and 
ask questions, then when your 
 he will try ,שִעוּר prepares his רֶבִי
to imagine your possible probing 
questions, and will develop his 
 רֶבִי accordingly. Together, a שִעוּר
builds his לְמִיד לְמִיד and a תַּ  תַּ
builds his רֶבִי!    
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Jewish Observer 

Understanding
Davening

This Week in History

 Yahrtzeit of R' Simcha — 1998 / 5759 מַרְחֶשְוָן 16
Avrohom Sheps זַצַ״ל. He was born in a small village 
near Lomza, Poland, to יְשַעְיָה ׳ר  and דְבוֹרָה. He 
learned in the local חֵדֶר until the age of 11, when he 
went to learn in the יבָה קְטַנָה  of Bransk. He then יְשִׁ
went to the יבָה צְוָה in Lomza until his יְשִׁ  after ,בַר מִׁ
which he traveled to Baranovitch to learn under R' 
Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד and R' Dovid Rappaport 
 At the age of 16 he went to learn in the Mir .הי״ד
until WWII.  
 While in the Mir, he was close with R' 
Chaim Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל, R' Aryeh Leib Malin זַצַ״ל, 
and R' Yonah Minsker זַצַ״ל, among others. In 1936, 
he had the opportunity to join a group of elite 
ים ידִׁ  He .רָב to go to learn under the Brisker תַלְמִׁ
spent 2 years in Brisk with R' Henoch Fishman זַצַ״ל 
and R' Naftoli Wasserman הי״ד (son of R' Elchonon), 
and he considered the Brisker רָב to be his י מֻבְהָק .רֶבִׁ
 In 1939, while in Japan with the rest of 
the Mir, he received a visa and emigrated to the US. 
Upon his arrival in New York he became a י  in רֶבִׁ
יבָה תוֹרָה וְדַעַת  During this time, he developed a .יְשִׁ
lifelong relationship with R' Moshe Feinstein זַצַ״ל, R' 
Eliezer Silver זַצַ״ל and many others. In 1942 he 
married his rebbetzin, Sora Weitzman. Since R' 
Simcha was a יָתוֹם, R' Shlomo Heiman זַצַ״ל escorted 
him to the חֻפָה. 
 When R' Shlomo Heiman became ill in 
1943, R' Simcha took over his עוּר  For almost 50 .שִׁ
years he was יץ תוֹרָה  .at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas מַרְבִׁ
His legendary ים עוּרִׁ דֶרֶךְ  brought to life the Brisker שִׁ
ימוּד ים to thousands of הַלִׁ ידִׁ  When recalling .תַלְמִׁ
their י ים his ,רֶבִׁ ידִׁ אַהֲבַת  spoke not only of the תַלְמִׁ
 that he taught them, but also his love for הַתוֹרָה
them and how he supported many כּוֹלֵל יוּנגעֶלײַט 
with his own funds. His דְרָשוֹת and שמוּעֶסן were 
published posthumously under the title  מוֹרֶשֶת
מְחַת הַתוֹרָה ים In 5759, his .שִׁ עוּרִׁ  מַסֶכֶת בָבָא קַמָא on שִׁ
were collected in the מְחָה בְרֵי שִׁ  .סֵפֶר דִׁ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ם יד הַגֶּשֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  מַשִּׁ
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend 
רָכוֹת לג.) explains רַב יוֹסֵף  that we mention (בְּ
שָמִים בוּרוֹת גְּ  the Strength of Rainfall, in the ,גְּ
רָכָה חִיַית הַמֵתִים of בְּ  because rainfall can תְּ
be compared to the revival of the dead. 
When a seed is placed into the ground, it 
first disintegrates. When it becomes 
saturated with rain, it begins to develop and 
then sprouts forth from the earth. A tree 
that is capable of producing thousands of 
tasty, nutritious apples can develop from 
the decaying seed of a rotten apple. 
Similarly, when a human body is placed into 
the ground, it first disintegrates. At  חִיַית תְּ
מִיחַ  :it will come to life again הַמֵתִים וּמַצְּ
שוּעָה  ,He causes the ultimate salvation ,יְּ
חִיַית הַמֵתִים  to sprout forth from the ,תְּ
ground. 
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Rav Shneur Kotler traveled to a wedding in New York City and had 
an important meeting to attend in Lakewood that same evening.

The chuppah had long since passed…. Time passed, and the 
bachur continued to wait.

Finally, at the very end of the wedding, 
Rav Shneur was ready to depart.

R’ Yosef Chaim Shneur Kotler was born in Slutsk, Russia. As a youth, he learned with 
his father and later under R’ Baruch Ber Leibowitz זצ״ל . In 1940, he escaped to
 led by his grandfather, R’ Isser Zalman ישיבה עץ חיים There he learned in .ארץ ישראל
Meltzer זצ״ל, and attended שעוּרים given by R’ Yechezkel Sarna זצ״ל and the Brisker 
Rov זצ״ל. In 1947, he joined his father in Lakewood. He became ראשׁ ישיבה in 1962. He 
transformed Lakewood from a ישיבה of 200 to almost 1,000 תלמידים at the time of 
his פטירה. He also pioneered establishing community כּוֹללים in the United States and 
abroad. He served on the מוֹעצת גדוֹלי התּוֹרה of תּוֹרה וּמסוֹרה ,אגדת ישראָל and חנּוּך עצמאי, and 

led the effort to help refugees from Russia and Iran.

I wanted to 
remind the Rosh 

HaYeshivah about the 
important meeting in 

Lakewood.

Wow, the 
chuppah was over three 
hours ago and the Rosh 
HaYeshivah has still not 

come outside. I guess I’ll 
continue to wait.

Thank you so much. 
Please wait at the door of the 
wedding hall. I intend to leave 

right after the chuppah.

Rosh 
HaYeshivah, if you don’t 

mind me asking, what about 
the important meeting in 

Lakewood that began 
hours ago?

Let me explain: I was not given any kibbud 
at the chuppah. That is of course fine with me. 

But if I would have promptly departed, the baalei 
simchah might have thought that I was insulted and 

that is why I left. I did not want to worry them 
on this special night, so I decided to skip the 

important meeting and remain here.

I know. 
Please wait a 

bit longer.

5678-5742 1918-1982 zun, wd

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 was born in Lithuania and learned ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן שַךְ זַצַ״ל
in Ponevezh יבָה  at age 7. At 13, he moved to Slabodka יְשִׁ
יבָה יד מֻבְהָק and became a ,יְשִׁ יסר זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל of תַלְמִׁ  .ר׳ אִׁ

יסר זַלְמַן יכָה gave him ר׳ אִׁ  s marriage to his’ר׳ שַךְ and also proposed סְמִׁ
niece, Gittel Golomovsky in 1923. ְר׳ שַך would often remark, “All my תוֹרָה is 
in her זְכוּת.” From 1927-1939 he served as יבָה  .in Kletsk and Karlin ראֹש יְשִׁ
During WWII, ְר׳ שַך moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to שְרָאֵל  and אֶרֶץ יִׁ
was רַ״מ in ים יבָה until 1952. Then he became עֵץ חַיִׁ  of Ponovezh. The ראֹש יְשִׁ
יש  The truth is beloved to him!” and he — הָאֱמֶת אָהוּב אֵצְלוֹ“ ,said חֲזוֹן אִׁ
stood up for ְר׳ שַך. The Steipler insisted that ְר׳ שַך must approve every 
public letter and sign on top. He authored י י עֶזְרִׁ  .אַבִׁ

 ט״ז חשון  
5654? – 5762 
1894? – 2001 

...I request of all the לְמִידִים  who know תַּ
that they benefited from me, be it from 
 that ,מִדּוֹת or in ,יִרְאַת ד׳ or in ,תוֹרָה
they be kind towards me and learn for 
the elevation of my נְשָמָה — even just 
one מִשְנָה, or מוּסָר thought. This will 
have made it all worthwhile, for I, too, 
dedicated myself completely for the 
sake of your success in learning, and if I 
will be able to act and to advocate on your 
behalf, I will do so, בְלִי נֵדֶר.             Source: the וָּאָה  זצוק״ל of R’ Shach צַּ
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 Some of the questions the ְחִנּוּך answers:  
 Why does it happen that some מִצְוֹת are repeated in the 
ל  mention the מִילָה at the בְרָכָה Why does the father’s ?תּוֹרָה בְרִית שֶׁ
 What special lifelong message should a person ?אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ
internalize about having a בְרִית מִילָה? Why did ד׳ create a person 
incomplete and requiring a בְרִית מִילָה? 

מִצְוַת מִילָה  -מִצְוָה ב   
ךְ לְךָ  ת לֶׁ ה has one פָרָשַׁ ת עֲשֵׂ  .circumcision ,מִילָה of מִצְוָה the ,מִצְוַׁ
This is learned from  ם … זאֺת בְרִיתִי יךָ, הִמּוֹל לָכֶׁ רְעֲךָ אַחֲרֶׁ ין זַׁ ם וּבֵׂ יכֶׁ ינֵׂ ינִי וּבֵׂ בֵׂ
 This is My covenant … between Me and you and your future — כָל זָכָר
generations; you shall circumcise every male (אשִית יז:י  of מִצְוָה This .(בְרֵׂ
 .מִצְוֹת as are many other ,תּוֹרָה is repeated in a few places in the מִילָה
״ל זַׁ  For] .מִצְוָה explain the unique purpose for the repetition of any חַׁ
example, the דְרִין נט.) גְמָרָא נְהֶׁ  מִצְוָה explains that the repetition of the (סַׁ
of מִילָה in  ַׁזְרִיע ת תַּׁ  on the eighth מִילָה of מִצְוָה is to teach us that the פָרָשַׁ
day following the birth of a male child overrides the prohibition of 
making a wound on בָת   [.שַׁ
 Each Jewish .אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ with בְרִית made an everlasting ד׳ 
boy becomes complete and is included in the בְרִית of אַבְרָהָם through 
the מִצְוָה of מִילָה. Therefore, the ְחִנּוּך explains that the בְרָכָה that a 
father makes at the בְרִית is:  ְכְנִיסוֹ … בָרוּך ר קִדְשָנוּ בְמִצְוֹתָיו וְצִוָּנוּ לְהַׁ אֲשֶׁ
ל אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ  Blessed … Who made us holy through His — בִבְרִיתוֹ שֶׁ
 and commanded us to bring him [this boy] into the Covenant of מִצְוֹת
  .אַבְרָהָם אָבִינוּ

 The ְחִנּוּך continues: The assembled guests at the בְרִית 
[joyfully] answer with a ל לְתוֹרָה  :בְרָכָה הוּ הָקֵׂ כֵׂ ן יְזַׁ זָכָה לִבְרִית, כֵׂ ם שֶׁ כְשֵׂ
עֲשִים טוֹבִים  just as the child merited to [enter into] the — וּלְחֻפָה וּלְמַׁ
Covenant [of ּאַבְרָהָם אָבִינו], so too may ד׳ give him the merit to reach 
[the milestones of] תּוֹרָה [the ר מִצְוָה  .marriage and good deeds (i.e ,[בַׁ
fulfilling מִצְוֹת).         

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that one of the many reasons for the מִצְוָה 
of מִילָה is so that the people whom ד׳ calls “His nation” should be 
outwardly different from the other nations. The physical appearance of 
a Jewish person should be different so that he will realize that just as 
his body is different, so is his נְשָמָה different too. Our different נְשָמָה 
means that our makeup is unique and we have different spiritual 
feelings. We must therefore realize that our inner drive to be close to 
  .is also not the same ד׳
 You may wonder, why did ד׳ make the מִצְוָה of מִילָה? Why 
couldn’t ד׳ simply create every baby boy to be born complete without 
requiring any changes? The ְחִנּוּך concludes that one of the reasons 
that a baby is born with an imperfect body is to teach us that a child’s 
 requires work to be complete. Just as we are born needing נְשָמָה
‘manual’ completion to our body, so too, we are charged with a 
lifelong task: to perfect our נְשָמָה and constantly work on refining our 
deeds. 
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